Grand River House and Barn circa 1912




Note: Sarah Chatterton, with her family, moved here from Vermont in 1851.
The acreage she mentions in this letter is on the S.E. corner of
Hagadorn Road and Grand River Avenue, East Lansing, Michigan.
She was one of the first Okemos school teachers and a very few
years after coming West,married Augustus Sturgis, who was the builder
of Blanche Coggan's house at 690 North Hagadorn Road,
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( Meridian Aug. 3d. 1851,
Dear Friend,

¥l I now devote a few moments in writing a letter to you thinking perhaps you would
like to hear from us. We are here in Meridian and allwell and hope you the same. I am
now teaching school two miles from home at the village of Okemos. It isa very pleasant
school. I have ten shillings a week. We have bought a farm here one hundred and fifty
acres, paid fourteen hundred and forty dollars. We have forty acres improved. There
was six acres of wheat, we have one half of it, three acres of rye, we havé all of that.
We have harvested the wheat and rye. There is six acres of corn, we have one third of
it. There is about fifty apple trees, most of which are large enough to bear, over
twenty peach trees, they are very flourishing trees, some quince bushes, current bushes
and most all kinds of fruits and berries grow here, and nuts. It is a very plearant
place here. There is a large river on the south side of our farm, the Cedar River. It
is four or five rods wide and an excellent spring of water, pure and cold, as good as
that in Vt, which we left. There is abeautiful flower garden in front of our house and
large Oak trees all around the house for shade trees. The plank road goes by here from
Lansing (the capital) to Detroit. It is not finished all of the way but it is by here.
The stage goes by here twice aday. People say that this is the handsomest place in the
county. We live alittle over four miles from the capital and eighty miles from Detroit.
The folks say it is not near as much work to clear up land as in Vt. Our house is a log.
house. There is two on our farm. We think of bu’lding soon. The roads do not go wind-
ing round hills and mountains but straight. They are laid out throughout the state to
g0 east and west, north and south and once in a mile is four corners.

We had avery pleasant journey coming here. There were five families with us moving
to the west, 1Two to Wisconsin, one to Illincis, one to the south of Mich. and we went
to North Farmington, to C.D. Wolcotts, fathe:'s cousin. We staid there about five weeks.
While we were in Farmington I got some acquainted with the people, liked them very well.
It is an old place. There, they asked from 25 to 30 dollars an acre and so we thought
we would go where we could get land cheaper, so we came here, a little over 60 miles
from there. The people appear very friendly here and it is calleda very good nnighbor-

M. There is Vermont people that live each side of us rate in sight of us. Our land
> (over)
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use, but diary lives on

Great grandparents of Ruth Sturges, 77, a

State News/Rhonda D

nd brother Wendell, 71, (above) built one of East Lansing’s oldest
remaining houses at 1526 E. Grand River Ave. in 1852,

15 often humdrum and lohely

had a cry about it, and we did not go."

Sturges’ concern with the weather is even reflected in
the naming of a calf given her by her husband,
Augustus,

“I shall name it Tempest or Sunshine,” she wrote on
Feb. 13, a day that was warm and pleasant,

Adams explained that when a farmer presented his
wife with a calf, it gave her some independence from her
husband. Any money she received from the sale of the
calf’s milk or meat was hers to keep, Adamssaid.

ACCORDING TO the diary, Sturges' husband
traveled more often than she did, She frequently wrote,
“Augustus went to Lansing,” or Okemos or Mason.
usually leaving her at home,

The Jan. 27 diary entry said Sturges and her husband
Augustus went to a grange convention in Lansing.
Sturges said that her husband “left me in Carmer’s store
in the morning,

“Staid there till afternoon then went in search of him
and found him in the Grange hall, enjoving himself all

the forenoon,” Sturges wrote. “I felt mad, did not enjoy
myself very well. I think such treatment uncalled for.”

One reason Sturges spent so much time at home was
because “her work kept her tied down,” Hummer said.

In her diary, Sturges described baking, washing and
cleaning for boarders and taking care of her elderly
mother, who lived with her.

", . . ISTAID home from meeting to take care of the
boarders,” Sturges wrote, “Mother was sick, thinks some
cake hurt her. I have worked hard all day. Tt did not
seem much like Sunday, "

Sturges wrote in her diary about some pleasant days,
such as when she went with her husband to celebrate the
centennial Fourth of July at “the college,” which Adams
said was probably Michigan Agricultural College —
now MSU,

“They had quite a celebration,” she wrote. “We took
dinner to the boarding hall. Enjoyed ourselves very
much.”

According to the diary, the Sturges family sold eggs,
butter, potatoes and oats to “the college.”
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' HOUSE ON THE MOVE— A two and one-half

story historical house was moved last week from
| its orginal home at the corer of Hagadorn and
- Grand River to its new home six blocks away on

r River Terrace Drive in Okemos. The house, save

at the 11th hour by Squire Jaros, made the trip in

about two and one half hours.
Photos by Tom Alleman

~ Hello neighbor! |

e A

Lo

N
R e



Grand River House Moving ... August 24, 1984










